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A Study on the Aristotelian Tradition of Artes Mechanicae in Medieval Europe

HU Xiao-bo
( School of Marxism Hangzhou City University Hangzhou 310015 China)

Abstract: Aristotle” s demeaning attitude towards arts or skills represented the dominant philosophical views in the late classical and early Medieval peri—
ods in the West. Aristotle’ s works which were infiltrated and blended with Arabic thoughts entered medieval Europe with the Renaissance of the twelfth
century. The medieval thinkers obtained a model for evaluating artes mechanicae and re—evaluated the knowledge classification and function forming the
concepts of religious salvation theory political metaphor theory and secular function theory of artes mechanicae. These different thought clues enriched the
organization and classification of artes mechanicae in medieval knowledge and presented the rise and fall of Aristotelian views on artes mechanicae in me—
dieval Europe. Not only does it reflects the transformation of thinkers’ concepts about the essence and content of knowledge but it also provides a broader
perspective for understanding the process of integrating technology into the modern Western worldview beyond the traditional field of scientific and techno—
logical history.
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